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CONTACTS 

Metab2Mesh Help 
NCIBI maintains a listserv (ncibi-list@umich.edu<mailto:ncibi-list@umich.edu>) that provides tool and data 
support for users and collaborators.  

*Click here to join.* <https://listserver.itd.umich.edu/cgi-bin/lyris.pl?enter=ncibi-list> 

Non-list members may also e-mail the list at ncibi-list@umich.edu for technical support as well as browse the 
list archive. 

 

Website: http://metab2mesh.ncibi.org  

National Center for Integrative Biomedical Informatics (NCIBI) 
The University of Michigan Medical School 
Palmer Commons Room 2017, Palmer Commons 
100 Washtenaw Avenue 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2218 
Phone: 734-615-5510 
Fax: 734-615-6553 

Website: http://www.ncibi.org 

Email: ncibiinfo@umich.edu 
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TERMS OF USE 
Supported through a grant from the NIH, the National Center for Integrative Biomedical Informatics (“NCIBI”) 
is one of seven National Centers for Biomedical Computing (“NCBC”) in the NIH Roadmap. Based at the 
University of Michigan, part of the UM Center for Computational Medicine and Biology (“CCMB”), the NCIBI 
develops efficient software tools, data integration methods, and systems modeling environments. This Suite of 
Tools and Data (the “Tools”) allows the Center to provide researchers with web-accessible knowledge 
analysis, collaborative work environments to create and utilize computationally-enabled models, and 
workflows to better understand complex biomedical processes. By agreeing to these Terms of Use governing 
the use of the NCIBI tools, you agree as follows: 

General Use Policy 

For academic and non-profit institutions: 

• Permission is granted to access, use and/or download the Tools for internal use only; 
• If the user desires to create derivative works of the Tools, source code or access to databases maybe 

made available through request to the NCIBI by e-mailing: ncibi-help@umich.edu; 
• Users must inform NCIBI of any derivative works of the Tools created (e-mail: ncibihelp@umich.edu); 
• Use of the Tools must be acknowledged in resulting publications (see citation policy below). 

For commercial and for-profit institutions: 

• Permission is granted to access, use, and/or download the Tools for internal use only; 
• To create derivative works of the Tools for commercial purposes, source code or access to databases 

may be permitted through negotiation for a commercial license. Please send request through: ncibi-
help@umich.edu 

Disclaimer 
THE USER AGREES THAT THE TOOLS ARE PROVIDED AS IS, WITHOUT REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY BY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WITHOUT 
LIMITATION THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. 
The Regents of the University of Michigan shall not be liable for any damages, including special, indirect, 
incidental or consequential damages, with respect to any claim arising out of, or in connection with, the use of 
these Tools, even if it has been or is hereafter advised of the possibility of such damages. Nothing in this 
license shall be deemed to grant any rights of the University of Michigan except as expressly stated herein. 
The names and trademarks of the University of Michigan may NOT be used in advertising or publicity 
pertaining to your use of the Tools, except as expressly stated herein. 

  



Metab2MeSH 
 

 

National Center for Integrative Biomedical Informatics: NIH Grant # U54 DA021519 01A1  Page 4 

ABOUT METAB2MESH 

What is Metab2MeSH? 
Metab2MeSH uses a statistical approach to reliably and automatically annotate biological substances with 
the concepts defined in MeSH, the National Library of Medicine’s controlled vocabulary for biology and 
medicine. The Metab2MeSH web application searches biological substances or MeSH (Medical Subject 
Heading) terms and displays resulting pairs of substances and MeSH terms that match the search term. The 
substance / MeSH term pairs displayed are those that are significantly associated in PubMed abstracts and 
are ordered highest to lowest by significance score.  

How Metab2MeSH is Created 
The NCIBI PubMed database is downloaded from the NLM, parsed and loaded into a relational database. 
MeSH indexing terms are used as provided by the NLM distribution. The significance of association between 
substances and MeSH terms are calculated by evaluated using Fisher’s exact test using the R statistics 
package. 

Metab2MeSH is currently a static database but will be regularly updated in the future.  

Suggested Citation 
Ade, AS; States, DJ; Wright, ZC; Metab2MeSH [Internet]. Ann Arbor (MI): National Center for Integrative 
Biomedical Informatics. 2007 Mar.  
Available from http://metab2mesh.ncibi.org    

http://metab2mesh.ncibi.org/�
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GETTING STARTED 

Searching 
1. Select whether you would like to search by MeSH term or substance by clicking the appropriate radio 

button. 
2. Enter your search term into the search field and click the Metab2MeSH Search button.  
3. Click on any MeSH term or substance to search again with that specific term. 
4.  Use the history tracker to go back to previous search results. 

Searching Tips 

• Click the book icon to lookup the MeSH term in NCBI. 
• Click "download" to download the results into a tab delimited text file. 
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